
Baby presents at the ICTC

at 18 months of age or later

HIV-1 

Detected by 

PCR

Never tested 

by PCR

WHAT IS THE 

HIV-1 INFECTION 

STATUS BY 

PREVIOUSLY 

DONE PCR 

TESTS?

Test for HIV antibody 

for a definitive 

diagnosis using all 

three serological tests

at the ICTC

Antibody 

reactive 

on 

all 3 

tests

Antibody 

reactive 

on 

2 tests

Antibody 

reactive 

on 

1 test

Antibody 

Non-

reactive 

on 

all 3 

tests

 Baby is 

HIV-1 

infected 

 Initiate 

lifelong 

ART

Indeterminate: 

Repeat antibody 

testing after two 

weeks

Confirm 

HIV-1 

Not 

Detected

HIV-1 Not 

Detected by 

PCR

18 MONTH ANTIBODY TESTING ALGORITHM FOR ALL BABIES

Test for HIV antibody 

for a definitive 

diagnosis using all 

three serological tests

at the ICTC

Antibody 

Non-

reactive 

on 

all 3 

tests

Antibody 

reactive 

on all 3 

tests

Continue ART

1. All 3 Rapid Diagnostic Antibody Tests in parallel 

2. HIV-1 ELISA

3. Qualitative HIV-1 TNA PCR

4. Quantitative  HIV-1 PCR (Viral Load)

Sero Discordance 

Continue ART and 

get all 4 tests done 

Non 

reactive 

on all 4 

tests

Sample 

reactive 

on 

any of 

the tests

Continue 

ART

Interrupt ART

Monthly Clinical Visits for Infant*

Closely Monitor infant for 6 months.

Conduct Quantitative Viral Load tests

every 3 months up to 6 months

Result is 

Target Not 

Detected 

(TND)

Any 

Quantifiable 

Viral Load result

Restart and 

Continue 

ART

Discontinue 
ART

EARLY INFANT DIAGNOSIS (EID)

Antibody 

reactive 

on 

2 tests

Antibody 

reactive 

on 

1 test

*If infant shows symptoms of 

HIV then re-start ARV based on 

clinical judgement

Please ensure that breastfeeding has been completely stopped for 6 weeks or

more before proceeding with testing. If not, recommend cessation of breastfeeding

and call back for testing 6 weeks after cessation of breastfeeding


